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CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

Appln. No. 10/624,857 SEP 0 4 2007 

Amendment dated September 4, 2007 
Reply to Office Action mailed June 4, 2007 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims (deleted text being struck through and added text being 
underlined): 

1. (Original) A computerized method for authenticating a 

» 

diagnostic code, the method comprising: 

receiving a diagnostic code for a component of a computer system; and 
generating an authentication code associated with the diagnostic code. 

2. (Original) The computerUed method of claim 1 wherein 
generating the authentication code comprises encoding a date value into the 
authentication code. 

3. (Original) The computerized method of claim 1 wherein 
generating the authentication code comprises encoding a serial number into 
the authentication code. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the serial number is a 
computer system serial number. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the serial number is a 
serial number for a hardware component of a computer system. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising receiving a 
file of valid authentication codes and wherein generating the authentication 
code comprises selecting the authentication code from the file of valid 
authentication codes. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the authentication 
code is selected according to a date. 
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8. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein generating the 
authentication code comprises receiving the authentication code from a 
server. 

9. (Original) A computerized system for authenticating a 
diagnostic code, the system comprising: 

a diagnostic module operable to perform a diagnostic on a component 
of a computer system and to produce a diagnostic code; and 

an authentication code generation module operable to generate an 
authentication code associated with the diagnostic code. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the authentication 
code generation module is further operable to retrieve a serial number and 
encode the serial number into the authentication code, 

11. (Original) The system of claim 10 wherein the serial number is 
associated with a computer system. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 10 wherein the serial number is 
associated with a component of a computer system. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 9 wherein the authentication 
code generation module is further operable to encode a current time into the 
authentication code. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 9 wherein the authentication 
code generation module is further operable to obtain the authentication code 
from an authentication code server. 
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15. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer 
executable instructions for performing a method for authenticating a 
diagnostic code, the method comprising: 

receiving a diagnostic code for a component of a computer system; and 
generating an authentication code associated with the diagnostic code. 

16. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 15, wherein 
generating the authentication code comprises encoding a date value into the 
authentication code. 

17. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 15, wherein 
generating the authentication code comprises encoding a serial number into 
the authentication code, 

18. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 17, wherein 
the serial number is a computer system serial number. 

19. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 17, wherein 
the serial number is a serial number for a hardware component of a 
computer system. 

20. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 15, wherein 
the method further comprises receiving a file of valid authentication codes 
and wherein generating the authentication code comprises selecting the 
authentication code from the file of valid authentication codes. 

21. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 20, wherein 
the authentication code is selected according to a date. 

22. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 15, wherein 
generating the authentication code comprises receiving the authentication 
code from a server. 
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23. (Previously presented) The computerized method of claim 1 
wherein the generating of the authentication code is performed after the 
receiving of the diagnostic code. 

24. (Currently Amended) The computerized method of claim 1 
wherein the authentication code generated is unique to the diagonoctic 

i 

diagnostic code received . 

25. (Previously presented) The computerized method of claim 1 
wherein a user is incapable of generating the authentication code. 

26. (New) The computerized method of claim 1 wherein the 
authenticating code is generated without user intervention. 

27. (New) The computerized method of claim 1 wherein the 
authentication code is generated by the computer system. 

28. (New) The computerized method of claim 1 additionally 
comprising requesting an authentication code by the computer system after 
receiving the diagnostic code. 

29. (New) The computerized method of claim 1 wherein 
generating the authentication code is performed in response to receiving the 
diagnostic code. 
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